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546 Ups and Downs. [Oct. 1836. 

ated with as high honors as could be expected, our hero betakes 
himself to the study of medicine. He was as dull and indolent 
over the pestle and mortar, as over the Dictionary and Grammar. 
Finding at last that his genius did not lie in that direction, he 
betook himself to trade. In this new line of exertion, or rather 
of inaction, he made a brilliant figure so long as his capital last- 
ed, and then did as many greater men have done before, failed. 
After this genteel catastrophe, our hero showed a wonderful 
versatility of genius, not in getting out of difficulty, but in get- 
ting still deeper in. He made a grand speculation with a steam- 
boat, the steamboat took fire, and the Doctor was obliged to es- 
cape in puris naturalibus. He tried a speculation in the matri- 
monial line, from which he did not escape quite so well. The 
profession of teaching youth held out its attractions, but it is la- 
mentable to say, that even here the Doctor's evil genius closely 
dogged his heels, and blighted all his golden hopes. An unfor- 
tunate fit of swearing, to which the Doctor's amiable lady was 
subject, having come on in school hours, broke up the establish- 
ment, and threw him again upon the resources of his genius, 
which as usual did not forsake him. Thus Mr. Wheelwright 
went on from bad to worse, now in prison, now in want, always 
in trouble, with an increasing family, and an increasing proba- 
bility of starvation. We cannot follow him through all his " ups 
and downs," the latter of which were somewhat more numerous 
than the former, but it is enough that the end was more pros- 
perous than the beginning. The Doctor got rid of his wife, and 
became a respectable coachmaker, a termination of a literary 
career much more fortunate and brilliant than some we have 
known. 

The moral of this story is a very important one, especially in 
our country. 



NOTE. 

In the last Number (page 226), we referred to representations, 
in the newspapers of the day, respecting the errand of the sloop- 
of-war Vincennes to the Pelew Islands, which we expressed our 
unwillingness to credit, till the orders to her commander, and his 
report to the Navy Department, should be produced. It gives us 
pleasure to state, that we have seen extracts from those docu- 
ments, manifesting that no violation of faith was intended or com- 
mitted on the part of the government or its officers. Captain 
Aulick had no instructions founded on the fact of a ransom 
having been agreed for by the crew of the Mentor, nor was the 
department, at the time of issuing his orders, in possession of 
information to that effect. 



